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The Office of the Americas strongly opposes passage of the Continuing Resolution with any
provision for aid to contra mercenaries. The transportation segment of this money will be available
for moving lethal military supplies in a clandestine fashion into Nicaraguan territory for use by
irregular forces. We are disturbed by the use of the word "humanitarian" for this assistance.
Humanitarian aid was clearly defined in the Geneva Convention as: (1) Aid to both sides in a
conflict. (2) Aid only to non-combatants. (3) Aid only to neutral parties. An army in the field
observing a cease fire is not a non-combatant. (4) Aid must be distributed by a neutral party for
humanitarian reasons. Both the non-military and the military transportation segments of this
legislation are in direct opposition to the Central American Peace Accord. As President Oscar Arias
received the Nobel Prize in Norway last week he specifically asked that there be no further military
or non-military aid to the contras. It is not surprising that the Senators were ashamed to have a
roll-call vote as they supported legislation in violation of the Neutrality Act, the Inter-American
Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance (Rio, 1947), the War Powers Act, the Decision of the International
Court of Justice at the Hague regarding US criminal behavior in Nicaragua, and the charter of the
Organization of American States. Perhaps Congress will now understand why the nations of Latin
America have established a new organization which excludes the United States. We believe that
the House of Representatives should demand through its conference committee members that the
Continuing Resolution remain as it was originally written, that is, with no contra aid. A compromise
with the Senate version would make the House of Representatives complicit in wrongdoing. We
must express our disappointment with media coverage of the matter of defector Roger Miranda
Bengoechea. Words of such defectors are generally valueless and such seems to be the case at
this time. Miranda has given us a series of old lies, for example, that the Sandinistas are engaged
in an offensive military buildup which threatens regional peace and US security. Careful media
timing of this release to correspond with passage of more contra aid corresponds with similar
releases just prior to the Nicaraguan elections of November 4, 1984 as well as on the occasion of
previous requests. Major print and electronic media interspersed in a confusing way the words of
defector Miranda with the words of Nicaraguan Defense Minister Humberto Ortega. In a concerted
manner the media "forgot" to state that these were the Defense Minister's recommendations to the
Nicaraguan government. Because of faulty or misleading reporting, people in the US were given the
impression that the Defense Minister was stating official Nicaraguan policy. The Congress of the
United States should not be stampeded into additional US violations of the spirit and the letter of
the Peace Accord by charges that Nicaragua may be considering the expansion of its means of self
defense against ongoing US aggression. Taken in its totality the policy of the Reagan administration
with the complicity of many members of Congress is guilty of punishing the victim. Nicaragua
is a small nation about the size of our state of Tennessee. The majority of its people are children.
Seven years of war, directed and paid for by the United States of America, have left some 40,000 of
its people dead and hundreds of thousands displaced and wounded. The Office of the Americas
believes it is necessary to call attention to the profound hypocrisy which would look at such a reality
and express shock that the victim of aggression would consider self defense. The United States has
no grievance against Nicaragua in 1987. And it had no grievance against Nicaragua when it invaded
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in 1855, 1909-1912, 1926-1933 or when it established and maintained the Somoza dictatorship from
1934-1979. On the contrary, Nicaragua has a long series of grievances against the United States
including the failure to abide by the decision of the world's highest court. Perhaps if the mass media
had published information about recent contra attacks the people of the United States would better
understand Nicaragua's need for self defense: La Libertad, Chontales, civilians killed, women raped;
Pantasma, Jinotega, civilians killed, kidnappings, rape; Matiguas, Matagalpa, electrical facility
destroyed; Los Lomos, Jinotega, murder of a civilian (Witness for Peace Report, Washington, DC,
12/15/87). The Office of the Americas hopes that members of the Congress will not be victims of
this week's media-generated hysteria, or the administration's campaign to sabotage the Central
American Peace Accord and will recall that each time the administration has appealed for more
contra aid we have been victims of similar disinformation propaganda. [12/16/87, Signed: Blase
Bonpane, Ph.D., Director; Office of the Americas; 1227 Fourth Street; Santa Monica, California 90401
(213/451-2428)]
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